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THE HONORABLE 
LEARNED ANDRIGHT 
NOBLY QVALIFIED. GENTLEMAN 
Mr. loun Covenray, Sonne to- 


theRight Honorable the Lord TroMas Lord. 
Coventry, Baron of Aleſ! _ Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seale of Enzlanda, my Noble and 
Es | Sinzalar go0d Friend, 


$ER2c73 Preſent you with theſe ſmall fruits of my weakg endea- 


A... 


- 


Fo ours ; not that T thinks by them to repay any moity of 
x2, thoſe great favours for which Tjuſtly ſtand obliged n= 
Da» to you ; but to run further into your debt,1T intreat you 
NR 4 yr this unto the Catalogue of the former contin : 
: " * e-wvouchſafe to patronize bis ſtudies ,to whom your tru- 
ty hononrable Father (whoſe life and happineſſe ſhall ever be the ſubjett 
of my prayers) through your mediations hath given the greateſt encon-. 
ragements. Ay naturall inclination ever hitherto hath affefted in all 
things, that ſecure obſcurity which beſt befitteth mine owne unwerthi- 
eſſe ; yet you ſee T have expoſed my ſelfe to the publike view and cen- 
lure of all menin a printed Sermon, It is no overweening conceit that 
T have of theſe meditations of mine, whereby I thinks them worthy of © 
longer life than they had breath : Bat through their. perſwaſrons [ 
publiſh them, who tell ' me that they may doe ſome good unto this holy 
and royall enterprize commended in them. Sympathy you know, Hono- 
rable Sir, is of more force than nature : and if it be not too great a bold- 
»eſſe for a plaine Scholler to profeſſe his owne thoughts, 1 muſt needs 
confeſſe, there is no publike matter that could have Ws undertaken in 
"04" Wooch 2h fr onuy have filled my heart with greater joy, than this _ 
a0w in hand. To which, as David once befe ore the eArke, Adhuc, & vis . 
lior fiam, /o I may but expreſſe my true and hearty affettion (eſpecial- 
ly, hearing every day how lightly by 1 conn_ it 15 elevated) 1 care bow 
| ” =—_ 608 
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The Epiſtle dedicatorie, 
how ridiculoas I appeare mm the eyes of any other whatſoever. If te 
Preach, or Print, or whatſoever '1 am able touoe, may adde bat one 
fone to the building ; It is my ambition, and ſhall be.my Crowne : ”y 
love to this cauſe, hath forced me with preſumption to thruſt my ſ[elfe 
(ut anſcr inter olores) 1to the Amiere of theſe many learned and els 
quent men ; who have 1 the place that theſe were utteredin, ſweet! 
ſung the excellence and worthineſſe thereof. To whom if 1 can but ( FA 
the Graſſehopper in Kljan upon the Lute) ſupply the place of a deficient 
Trebble,T have done enough. Your honorable name wm the Frontiſpeece, 
will doe mee this advantage, T hat men will be preconceipted of ſome 
worth in the building ,to which there ts ereltcd ſo gooaly a Portch. Doe 
me therefore this honour, and daigne me your kinde acceptance; though 
what Toffer, in your ownejudgement peradventure may appeare meane 
and deſertleſſe.. eAndif hereafter any things ſoall fall from me worthy 
the name, I ſhall repay this comrteſie : and in the meane time remaine 
him, who deſireth no longer to live, than he may pray for and honogy, 
both you, and. the whele Noble Stocks you come of ; and gr atefully 
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For be loveth our Nation, and he bath built us 4 
Synagogue. 
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PIER 29e 
table in the ſearch of it ? Paſt finding out. Ohthe' rom, x2. 
depth of Go »'s wiſdome ! Itis admirable inthe: 23s 
government of the greater world, but ſtupendiausin: 
the order of the lefle. His generall providence mult 
needs confound an Atheiff : His ſpeciall muftneeds 
make a Chriſtian. In both, what great effeQs are: 
brought topaſſe, by ſmall meanes, by unthoughr of... 

B _ wayes* 


Magnificence exemplified. 
wayes ? How {trangely doth he ſubordinate, the 
actions, and affaires of men, to the working of his 
' owne ſecretends, and preordinated purpoſes 5 How 
quite befides, how quite contrary tothe intents, to 
the ſuſpicions of them. that doe them 2 - What. 
great hopes doe wee often times propound to our 
ſelves in our undertakings, when (to ſhew us how 
- weake we are) either nothing at all, or that which 
orieveth us is brought to paſſe © Againe, what inte. 
rior happinefſe doe we fomerimes aimeat? and what 
tranſcendent bleffings doth he ſenqus in their ſtead ? 
Saul. ſeckes his fathers 4//es, and he finds a King- 
dome ; Saint Peter a draught of fiſhes, and he meets 
and knowes his Sav1iour. Notto runne on ina 
known path:let this Chapteryeeld the next inftance, 
behold here as memorable an example of Gods un- 
expected mercy. Scea Roman Centurios brought up 
in Ethnike idolatry yet become a Proſelyte ; a Centu- 
rion, or Captaineplaced in Capernanm a Citic of 1ndea, 
toawe and terrifie Gods people the ewes, yetbe- 
cometh TuAmicuws Genti, A friend ts the Nation: 
hee came from farre, happily to finde a fortune, 
and hee findes. his G © Þ ; to purchaſe earthly ho- 
nour, and he obtaincth' an heavenly Diademe; to- 
_ doe ſervicefor his carthly Prince,,and hee becom- 
meth (that wich he never thoughttohave beene) the 
ſervant of the Go Þ of heaven. An happy war- 
farethar madehimone of Cu x 1 s T's Church mi- 
| Ltant, The Roman tyranny, itwas thena yoke to: 
the whole world. God would never have ſuffered 
it, if hee had not knowne how to have wrought as 
preat a good by it: the Romans then like the Atheni- 
ans, they ſerved Ignoto Deo, they did Go v's ſer- 
" | VICE 


Maonificence exemplified: 
vice though they knew not of it ; their thirſty ambi. 
tion of Monarchy, ſe evill init ſelfe, he could know 
howto turneir unto good. It was expedic at, and an 
Atof Gov's eſpeciall providence, that The Scep- 
ter ſhould depart from the Tribe of Iadah when Shilowas 


come: that at what time God decreed to ſpread the 


Kingdome ofhis Goſpell overall the Nations of the 
Earth, that every Nationſhould then be linked and 
tied together in one earthly Soveraignty. Tha Rome 
was Commun patria, ({o the Civilians termedit) and 
all Countries mixt together in one politicallſociety. 
Then mutuall commerce and negotiation, gave free 
and frequent occaſion of acceſle from one peopleto 
an other: then therefore (if ever the partition was to 
be broken downe) was the fitteſt time; ifever the 
Goſpellto be preached to all Nations, when of eve- 


ry Nation ſome might come together to heare it; 


Then woiild the ſweet ſound of the Apoſtles {wiftl 
ſpread it ſelfe 1» ones Angulos Terrarum, into all the 


corners of the Earth , when Parthians, and Medes, and 
Elamites, and the dwellers in Meſopotamia, and in In. 
des, and Cappadocia, &c. Strangers of Rome,Tewes and 
Proſelytes, Creets, and CArabiaxs, might in one place 
| ſafely meete together ; and at one Sermon heare ut- 
y2aie 987, The wonderfull things of God, —_ 

'  Forthis reaſon became this heavenly flip to be 


tranſplanted from Rometo Indea,that he might grow - 


* more happily here, than in his firſt Nurcery : that he 
mightbeingrafted into C u x2 s r's Church, hee 
was ſet over Go »'s people: that he might. become 
one of G o »y's people; ſet to keepe them inobedi- 
ence unto Ceſar;tharthey might teach his obedience 


unto -G oo», From anHeathen Idolater he becom- 


* 


G en, 49: 
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Magnificence exemplified. 
metha Iewiſh Proſelyte ; from a Iewiſh Proſelyte,a 
faithfull Chriſtian ; with D4avid,he becommeth wi- 
ſerthan his teachers. So good progreſſion he makes 
in Religion, that art firſt for his good workes he was 
their glory. Rabbi, dignus, &c. Maſter, he is worthy 
for whom thou ſhonldeſt doethis,&rc ſay they, Vetle the 
third. And for his faith at the larter end he becom- 
meth their ſhame, Nor —_ _ # have not 
undo rreat faith, no,not in 1[ratl ; laith our Savi- 
any a 9. = ks had they beene, if they had 
learned of their Scholler ; they convert him, and he 
ſhall judge them.. This was alwayes the fault of If 
racl, and it is lamentablethat it ſhould be ſo, that S4- 


Ezech.16. zy,7;4 and her Siſters ſhould outſtrip her,that the Re. 
Ter.25. x6, Cabites ſhould, riſe, up in judgement againſt her, that 
Luc.z7.46 one ſtranger (and he a Samaritan) ſhould make a true 


and thankfull uſe of G o »;s mercy., when nine 1/74- 
bes neverregarded'it ; that a Roman Centurion ſhould 
in faith and picty goe beyond the whole Church of - 
1/rac):hetobe approved of the Capernaamites them« 

elves here, they to be condemned by our Sawiony, 


Mat.11.23.They to come ſhort of him, Sodometogo = 


beyond them, 1f the mighty workes that have beene 
done inthee, had beene done in Sodome, it had remained 
wntill this dey, ſaith our Saviour.  . 

Yeknow the ſtory : This Centurion had a Paraly- 
zike, one ficke of Palſic, that was his deere ſervant. 
_ Heentreates theſe Senators of Capernaum, as Chriſts 
Countrey-men, and therefore more gracious with 
him, to intercede for his helpe zthey docir,and they 
could doe no lefle, for. hee had deſerved it.at their 
hands, p/2ngxa/11giaucw, good deeds jyell deſeryethe 
retribution of praiſe and acknowledgement ; and 
"q% we 


Magmficence exemplified. 

we ſhould doe bur little for our Benefactors, if wee 
would not commemorate what they had done for 
us. Capernaums it ſelfe is not ingratefull, they inter. 


ceded for him, they adde further an Encomium, or 
praiſe ofhim, ro ſtirre up our Saviour more eftectu. 


ally, Maſter hee s worthy for whom thou ſhouldeft doe 


this. There is that power andforce in goodneſle,that 
even the very vicious will they nll they muſt ap- 
prove of it ; a ſecret confeſlionthere is, and a.reve- 
rent approbation of that worth & goodnefle which 
is in godly and vertuous. men, .everfrom the moſt 
wickedand debauched : which is a ſure note of that 
worth and Divinity that is init ; as Saul ſometime of 
David,Thok art more righteous than 1. And this would 
have forced the Capernaamites,how unwilling ſoever 


' they had beene in themſelves, to have given this . 


So0d Centurtien this teftimony.; _ Ir 3023 2 

In the words of the Text they come to a reaſon 
of thoſe pray ſes that they had given of him,(to ſheiw 
that they were more than-meerely' formall) which 
they ſer downein an inſtance'of a certaine ggod deed 
that he had done among them. Whereiathey'fer 
farth, 1+ His love to themſelves ; He loweth our Nu. 
tion, 2. To Go », He built us a Synagozne; this ex- 
preſſes what kinde of love he;bareunto.themy alove 
ro their Church, -and Religion: Or heteis, 1. His 
Humanity, He laveth our Nation. '2..His Piety;; Hee 
built a Synezogue, Oragaine, they ferfarth the love: 
that he bax E UnLO them. I. Interno 470rs affe (EFthe 2 
Exteryo amert effectn. Hislove, 1. Inthe inyardat-: 
fQion.. 2. Inthe'outward effeR:! lo that a worthy> 
man he was to them, a memorable example hee.is; 
to us, worthy their*praile, wor AKIrRTon: 


T Sam. 245 
TE > 


Magnificence exemplified. 
. But that Imay proceed More meo, according to my 
accuſtomed and countrey plainneſſe; and ſo tadi- 
vide the words that I may bee beſt able romannage 
. them, and others to underſtand them : obſerve in 
| the Text, Atrucexample of Chriſtian charity ; 'or, 
A true pious deed exemplified withall thoſe {everall 
circumſtances, or adjundts, that make it more laudi- 
ble and illuſtrious. 
ft, The Roote or Foundation from'whenceir 
| muſt proceed, Love, Dilexit, he loved ws. 
b The Obje& or Perſons to whom it is but 
As5 ſhewed, G © v's people;Gentem noftram, Our 
.f Aatronm 
|3. TheFruitor effet how itexerciſerh it ſelfe, 
It . 'He built #54 Synagogue. 
| JRagogh 
Wherein obſerve agaane, . 7 
x Generally,the activity or operativequality wher. 
. ofit wil alwayes be doing fome good, Adificavit, 
"He built, | 
2 Particulatly, 'The election or choice upon what 
. - matters: it-will chiefly bendit ſelfe to worke on ; 
. thoſe that tend to Gods chiefeſt glory ; The main- 
- tegatice of his Churchand Service. Adificxvuit Sy. 
ys uo He bailt 4 $90 ag0gue, : DET 
_ -Obſerve what" ſeverall - degrees of perfection 
-each- cixcumſtance giveth unto the other, - | C7 
'\" Firſt, hereis Love the divineſt of Chriſtian af- 
fefions. Secondly, here is a Nation, the deſt' objeR 
of Loye.. Thitdly, here is B*#1ding, themoſt hotio- 


w » 


rable"for a Vation. Fourthly, here is Ws or 
Cha#th;the moſt glorious of Buildings, Dilexit enim 


Centem, &c. > 
* Wee: wilt begin with theRoot or ey 5-6 
Ft ES | | r0M 


{ 
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Magnificence exemplified. 
from whence every good deed mult proceed, or take 

_ his{Originall motion, Love. 
Dilexit, fee loved. ] 


 Wereade of two Builders inthe Goſpell; the one waz. 9.25 


 wiſeand commended.the other fooliſh and blamed. 
The buildings of either for ought wee know were 
both alike ; we readenot of him that is commended 
for his wiſdome, that he exceeded, or cxcelled the 
other in any convenience, contrivement, or beauty 
inthe frame; the difference was onely inthe ſituari- 
on, ground-worke, or foundation. The one upon 
2Rock, ſure, ſtable, and permanent, which made his - 
building durable: The other upon Sand, looſe and. 
fleeting, and the effe& was ruine art his heeles.. That - 
which gave praife to that Bu#l4ey rhere, is the ſame 
which commends this Bilder and his worke here, . 
Wiſdome in the wery entrance imoit. Nothing was 
more glorious than his worke. To build 4 Synagogue. 
Notto havebegun this upon Love, had been to have 
marr'd all : any other intent, any other purpoſe had 
madeit worth nothing. . To make therefore hisend 
an{werable to his aMion, ſuch a glorious work ſhall 
be founded upon as fincere an intent. His charity.” 
the chiefeſt of Chriſtian vertues, ſhall ſpring from. 
his Zove, the beſt of Chriſtian affeRions. 
| This is to make his worke like G o.Þ's worke.. 
The great ArchiteR of the world had no other mo=-. 
tive to excite him to create this goodly Fabricke 
whereof we our ſelves are parts, andmembers ; than 
that infinitelove, andaboundance of goodneſle, that . 
was in him, that prompted him tocommunicate 
that happineſle of being, that was then in himſelfe 
Uone, to Men, and other creature. 


Love 
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Magnificence exemplified. 
Love therefore, 'that was the procgumenall and 
moving cauſe in his Workes, he liketh beſt ſhould 
be the Root, and Fountaine of ours. Hencezas in Sa« 
crifices, there was none lawfull that wanted Salt, Le- 
vit.2.13. . Soin good deeds, none acceptable that 


' proceeds not.out of Love. So the Apoſtle. 2 Cor.13, 
1,2,3: Verſes. 


Though 1 ſpeake with the tongnes of men ana CAne 
gels, and have not love, 1 am become as ſ0unaing Braſſe, 
or atinkling Cymball; ; 

And though I havethe gift of Prophecie; and nn er- 


ſtand ull myſteries, and all knowledge, and though I have 


all faith th that I could remove Monntaines; 
. Andthouph 1 beſtowe all my goods to feede the poore, 


| and though 1 give my body tobe burned , and have not 


love, it profiteth:me nothing. * Marke the Apoſtle, he.. 
is miraculouſly etegant in it, hee ſummes up all the 


chiefeſt Graces Intellectuall; all the chiefeſt Vertues 


Morall ; allwhich , ſet apart without love, he will 
have to be worth nothing at all. - As if he had ſaid: 


Though I ſpeake withthe tongues of men and An. 


gels.thatis,were I ncver ſo eloquentin ſpeech. And 
though 1 havethegift of propheſie, and underſtood all: 
MyFeries, &e. It Ihad with that cloquence neyer 
ſuch great knowledge : That knowledge, whether 
Divine or Humane : Divine knowledge, :whether 
extraordinary revealed , or ordinarily acquired.” 
Though I have Faith to remove Mountaines : if I had, 
with theſe, the gitt.of doing Miractes. Though 7 be-. 


Siaw all my goods to feed the poore ;though I gave my bo- 


dy to be burned, Adde , thatTI had asmany goodly 
habutes,as I have repeated excellent faculties, cither 


towards Chriſts membess, or towards Chriſt him- 


ſelfe : 


4 


grmems 


ſelfe: towards his members, were my heart ſolarge | 
that no precept were difficult for me, no not Yade o* Mar 1 
wend:e onnia, Goe and ſell ali that thou haſt and givets 
the poore: Nay, were [I as prodigall of my life for 
G o »'s caule, as I could be contented to bee of my 
ſubſtance for his poore ſervants, even unto martyr. 
dome, yet were any of theſe excellent Talents oren- 
dowments:- exerciſed, or diſtributed without Love, 
that is for any otherintent or purpoſe,than ſincerely, 
and freely to honour Go » and profit his Church, 
for the true and meere Love that] oweto both z and 
natiis any praiſe, renowne, repute, advantage, or 
other outward reſpe&t of mine owne whatſoever; 
none of theſe things ſo excellent in themſelves in 
their performance, were wotth any thing at all. 
Hence thoſe large Elogies, and chiete Prehemi- 
nences that the Scripture ſo frequently gives of love, 
That it is the fulfilling of the Law, Rom.13. 10. The 
end of the Commandements, 1 Time 1.5. That it compre- Gal.z.1s; 
hendeth whatſoever we are commanded, and the like, 
Hence the Fathers ſo uſually eccho the ſame things 
of it: 1» amore omnia coarttantur Scripturarum us- 
. lumina, ſaith Saint Cyprian. Both the holy Teſta- 
mentsare involved, andepitromiſed in this one word, 
Love : Breve praceptum, Dilige & fac quid vis, ſaith 
Saint Auguſtine, Learne ths ſhort leſſon, Love,aud doe 
what thouwilt, thos' canit not doe amiſſe. Thereaſon 
(beloved) ofthis force and vertue in Love, that at 
givesto thoſe actions that proceed fro it,is this. God 
loveth beſt thoſe ations that are molt like himſelfe, 
and come neereſt to his owne nature. Now, hee 1s 
Agens ſimpliciſimum, (as the Divinesterme him) in © '- «- - + 
tunſelte without any attending 7 TA thee 7 
iS 


9. 
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NE CR IM & 
46 facence exemplified. 
Saicquid is nothing in himſelfe,but whatis meerely and pures 
ef i» Deo 1 himſelte. Hence thole deeds doe pleaſe him beſt, 


Pet. that have their ends and intentions ſemblable to 


proper effe&s of Love, proceed only from Love, 
which is the true Mother, and Fountaine of good 
deeds. 
This makes whatſoever we doe to be done purely, 
fiinply, and in fingleneſſe ofhearr, without any dou- 
 ble-dealing, a thing ſo hatefull ro God, that of all 
things he loveth not 4 heart and a heart, and a weight 
and awtight. | 
And hence that knowne Maxime in the Schooles, 
' Intentio Agentis ſpecificat attum in moralibus , It is the 
intent of the Doer, thar gives nature and quality to 


then ſois the ation that proceeds from it, if that be 
otherwiſe, it may be #0unm, but it cannot be bexe ; it 
' may be a good thing that we goe about to doe, but 
by us it cannot be ſaid tobe well done. Our actions 


Herod built a Temple, ir was out of ambition, his 


obedience did the like; whar he did therefore was 
relgtous. Corff axtine (we reade) did inthe like ſorc 


He did waspious. This Centrrionhere builds a Syu- 
agogue, hee doth it forthe Lovethat he bare tothe 


Nation, this made ir charicable. | PS, 
: Therefore itis f0lden counſell that the Preacher 
meh , Take heed t0thy foot when thou entreſt into the 
owſe of God, and be more neere tohearethan ts = the 
| To —= acrifict 


Eecl, F. 1, 


4s 


their actions: as when good deeds, which arethe 


| \ | the deed thatis done: If that bee ſincere and good, 


-  aGtiontherefore was vaine-glorious. Salome out of 


build a Church in the honourof C « x 18 T, what 


have ſo much ſhare of their praiſe and acceptance, as 
their firſt moving cauſes can challenge,andno more. 


Magnificence exemplified; 
ſacrifice of fooles, for they know not that they doe evil; 
That is, the firſt and chiefeſt thing that thou art to 


looke unto, in every matter that thou religiouſly ta- 
keſt in hand, is, before thou enter into it, to conſider 


and examine with what mind and affection thou go- 


eſt about it. Whasſdever thou buildeſt,look to the firſt 
ſtone that thou layeſt, or rather to the ground, that 
chou intendeſt to build upon. If thou wouldeſt doe 
a charitable deed, let it be done, not that thy name 
may be read inthe windowes, but out of Love: if 
thoupraycſt, let it be done notout of Rapiane, to de- 

voure Widowes houſes, orto make againe of god- 
linefle, but our ofdevotion. If chou wilt follow righ- 
teouſneſle, doe it, not tocaſt God in the teeth with 
it, as the Phariſce, 1 thanke thee God, I ans 0r as other 

men are, &c, but in obedience to his Commande- 
ments. If thou faſteſt, doe it, out of humility, not 
bypocriſte: if thou art zealous, let itbe out af pure 
love to Go», out of pure hatred to finne, not out 
of pertinacie, not out of obſtinacy,, or thelike., Ir is 
this want of due regard that oftentimes marreth ma- 
ny excellent ations that we goe about, and maketh 
them altogether fruitlefle unto us. We ulually rake 
more paines torunne ſwiftly, than wedoe heed with 
what minde and intent, we enter into that Race that 


weare ſo fierce in; and hereby, inſtead of ſerving of 


G o v weſerve our ſelves, and our owne phantaftes, 
and humours. Oo. EE, | 
Bur remember, that it is meet and juſt, that wee 
ſhould in any thing we doe to God ward, have but 
what we our ſelves doe aimeatin the doing thereof 
it that be no'more than praiſe of men, or any other 
outward reſpec, qur Saviourtels ſuch, all rhat they 
| C2 muſt 
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Magnificence exemplified. 
muſt looke to gaine by the hand, Habent mercedem, 
They have what they ſought for. But to make what 
wedoe worthy the teſtimony of others, and capable 
of the acceptance of G o », it muſt be begun as this 
200d worke here was, out of Love, Dilexit, Hee ls. 
veth: Thus for the Fountaine,or Root,from whence 
our good deeds muſt proceed, Love. 

Secondly, the Objetor Perſons, to whom they 
muſt be-ſhewen, 

Gods people, He loved our Nation] 

Thenature of every goodthing is diffuſive,but th 
eminence & excellence of good things,confiſts in the 
extent, or largeneſſe of this communication of their 


 P00dnefle: Every good thing being ſo much the bet- - 


ter, as the goodneſle is more generall. So is Love; 
it hath the preheminence of the affections inthis, 
That the very nature of it is communicative : but as 


| the ſweet perfumes of the Apothecary, the ſinaller 


they are pounded the more fragrant is their ſent, ſo 
indeed is Love the more generall, themorelovely, 
The progreſſion of Love is thus :* Firſt, there is a 
love of our ſelves, whereby (as all other things; ) 
even dumbe and inanimate creatures, naturally doe 
chiefly tend to their owne preſeryation and continu- 
ance, ſo every one of us naturally (inchiefe) defire 
ourowne good and happinefſe; This Love, if-it be 
nordinate and ſenſuall' in us, it is uſually taxed in 
Scripture z and ſuch (in an evill ſenſe) are called Lo- 
vers of themſelvs,for it deſtroyes al otherlovewhat- 
ver.. If it be limited, and circumſcribed within 
Sdue bounds, then it is lawfull ; if it be divine, de- 
firing onely thoſe things that are truly beſt for us, 
and longing after our owne blifſe and eternall ſalva- 
| LiON, - 


Magnificence exemplified. 
tion, thenit is good and commendable, and the mo- 
ther of all Relrgion: - Concerning the haturall love 
that we owe to our {clyes, the Scriptureis rare, and 
ſilent in it: we have-not any dire, and particular 
precept that commands us tolove our ſelves: the Di- 
vines give'2 good” reaſon for it, becauſe*the holy 
Scripture being the revealed will of Go »; aiming 
chiefly to inſtru corrupted nature,and toimprint a- 
newin mens mindes what by ignagraneeivablitera- 
red, left this out as a principle, nor yet of ourſelves 
forgotten, even by that lightthar is yetlefr us, wee 
know thus much, to-wiſh well ro-our ſelves, 2uiſq; 
| ſbbi ab wtero Mazifter'eſt , Every one'from his very 
Cradle is his owne- Schoole-maſtery and .there: 
fore (ſay they) we need no further revealed inſtru. 
ion; ſothatthis love we cannot greatly magnifie, 
becauſe it is ſuchthat- we tannotſhakeoff,”s 
The next degree of ſtep of Zoveis;: whenir ſheds 
it ſelfe unto thoſerthat by naturall dependency are re- 
lated unto us:fuch is the love of children, kiidred, pa- 
rents andthe like, whichis called 55/408 riatarall af- 
fetion ; athing likewiferarely forgotten, e x worſe - | 
than an Infidel! (faith Saint Paul) that conmeth ſhoys 
of this, and indeed: he is not greatly-better that go-- 
eth not beyondir. 1 34 RED bs Md UA LC, hs Jo vas 
_ Thenexris ps or fiendfhip, when theſ\/mpa- 
thy of affection and neereneſle of diſpofirion-which 
is obſerved betweentwo, begetteth and createth mu- 
tually great good will and love, each towardsthe 
other, Sinvile Sjwile, the like natutally;delighting'in 
the like, This ſometimes for a ſeafon-ſeemetti tobe 
betweene wicked men, as Pilat-and Caighbas were 
@ce, upon an occalion, ſaid ro = made friends: _ 
3 this. 


i 


Magnificence exemplified. 
this Lovein ſuch, is never true, and-rarely perma? 
nent, itbeing more txuly confederation than-friend= 
ſhip; like Sawpſons Foxes, they aretyed together by 


the tayles ; one common advantage uniteth them, 


char failing, then faileth their. lovg: but true love 
and friendthip is only betweene; thoſe that are good 
and vertuous, as betweene 1ovathan and Davia. Itis 
a nobility 'reſiding in the mindes of vertuous men, 
whereby (contrarytothe nature of the envious)they 
are inflamed with thoſe excellent things that they 
ſee in others, and for them they honour and love 
their perſons in whom they find-them, joying chict- 
ly in their-company, and ftriving todae all offices - 
of love and kindneſſe for them. This was much ad- 
mired among the wiſe of the Heathen, who thought 
the World could as well fubſfiſt without the Sunne, 
as man without: friendſhip, Solewe, mundo tollere we 
Eentar qui-rebus: humans amicitian tollunt, (aith the 
Orator, This likewiſe the Scriptures commend rg 
us to be tKe mather of helpe, whereby one becom- 
meth tobe as ſtrong astwo, Two i better than one;for 


Eccl.4.:10. if they fail, the ene will beipe up his fellow :'but, Woe be 


to himhat is «lone, {aich the Preacher : Againe, it is 


P:o.17.17; the Aſylum ad Refuge of adverſity, A friend i born 


for adverſity, and abrother in thetimegf need, laich $4. 
Llomoy, This isexec|lently;commendable, but yetroo 


meerely.marall tobe theperfeRtion of Love: 


There is yet a! further and hjgher perfeRion of 


Love ; when it:dath not only bendit ſelfero parti- 


clars;! butifpreadc ic fcbie alſo urto.genaals; when 
oftof + highanddeepeconceipr, menwifely-knows 


 1ogrhemfelves ia particular, ro be a part of apublike 
docictyingenerall, are carried witha love and affes 
*p17;4 * 6 3 = 
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* Mooniſitence exemplified. 


ion- into that publike ſociety, and bod{whereof 


chey thinke themſelves a part and member, Hence 
wiſe and heroically-minded Men, love; andtender 
the whole Nation, Country and City whereof they 
themſelvesare, as deerely, yea,and ſometimes more 
neerely than they doe themſelves. 

As we may obſerve this in ſome meaſureto be 
naturally. in us, ſo'the very voice of Natureinthis 
dury ſeemeth to teachus-: we ſee God evenby his 
hand-maid, to have planted this in all things. Eve- 


ry Creature in'particular having: propentty, and 


proper inclination, totender chiefly the goodof the 
more generall even before irs owne as welee eve- 
ry particular or part of the world is ready to dofteof 
and forget its owhie nature, forthe continuation off 
the whole': as rather than there ſhalt-bee any diſtra- 
Aion, or diſunionin rhe whole frame ofthe world, 
heavie thitigs will leaverheirinaturall placeand'mo- 
tion, and And upward, and light bedies' will de- 
ſcend from their eminent and'naturall Regions, and 


be contented to fall downeward: ſogreatly doecalt 


4 . 


things, even by the Law of theitowne'/creation,ten- 
derthe etraxic, andwelfare 6frhe Vniverſill: Tobe 
thus therefore affeed; is tofolloiy the rule of na- 


ture, the beſt ſquare to order ouraGtions by. ' And | 
ſuch is the Love thatthits Ceptmibis hetecommen-- 


d:d for: a love torche*whole Nation, ot 'Coutitiey 


with whom hedwelr, an inclination 'tothepublike. 


This muſt needs be the moſt noble '6bjz& of 
Love: Firſt, becauſe love hereby becommerhto' be 
moſt benefictall, and' doth mioſt good, everyonein 
particular,participating'»>f that good char is beftaw- 
ed upon the publike ; andthereforeit exceeds _ 

 whic 


Fr 


Magnificence exemplified, © 
which is,oely derived unto ſome particulars, as far 
as that light which is {ct up ina watch- Tower, aad 
communicateth the benefit of it ſelfe to all thattra= 
vell and paſſe citherby Land, or Sea, excecdeth that 
which isprivately incloſed in a Chamber, or cloſer, 
and benefiteth onely thoſe which are in the houſe 
with it, Ro SY 
Againe, this love is like G o »y's love, Dzlexit 
mundums ((aith the Text of him) the goodnefle .of 
whoſe providence hath till had. a peculiar refpe&t 
unto the generall, therefore Hecauſeth the Sunxe to 
ſhine both upon the good andthe bad; admitting even 
wicked men unto. the participation of outward bene- 
fits, becauſe he foreſaw chat tobeexpedient for the 
ublike, and denying likewiſe ſometimesthe lame 
enefits unto thoſe thathe more neerely loveth, be- 
cauſe- hee ſaw- that for the ſame confideration that 
likewiſe -was expedient ; ſo that neither the eyill de- 


ſert af his enemies, nor the-great love that he bea- 


x<th to his ſervants taketh him off, from the tender. 


regard that hee hath to the univerſall good of all : 


theretore to. be publikely, aftcGed, is to be affeRed 
like G 9'D. him elfe, and dilexit gentems, He lev edthe 
Nation, isthe beſt and moſt laudablelove of all. + 

But as our Saviour ſometime, Doe not the Gentiles 
doe [o Likewiſe ? Might not he have learnedthis leſ- 
ſ{on;in, Reme as well as in 1udee? It muſt be.confel. 
{ed (beloved) thar Heathen men have gone as farre 
1n this, as can almoſt by any be imitated and produ- 
ced, ſuch Patriots in peace, ſuch Champions inwar, 
that have ſo highly ſhewed their loveto their Coun- 
trey and Nation,thar it plaincly appeareth they pre- 
ferred them farreabove their qwne lives, The ey 

_, an 
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Magnificence exemplified. 


-and Rowan Stories are fraught with examples in this 


kinde, eſpecially the laſt, who report ſuch acts of -- 


their Horatij, Bruti, Curtij, Fabij, Reguli, Scipiones, 


and the reſt, with whatalacrity, nay, ambirion, they 
ſought their - owne deaths, in their Countries cauſe, 
that he thar ſhould reade them (did not the approved 
judgement conſent, and fideliry of their Aurhors 
countenance the report)he would ratherthinkethem 
fained Legends and Romances, than the true Re- 
cords and Monuments of time. Ir is pitty their re- 
ference was nor higher; 1t is pitty their ends were 
no berter ; morall retpects were their motives, fame 
and glory was their end, andthey have what they 


ſought for. Iris no Paradox, to ſay that thoſe good 


things which Heathen men did withourany fruit, or 
profit at all cothemſelves, Chriſtians, and Gods ſer 


vants may doe with acceptance and — 


they hadno thanke of G o Þ, becauſe they referred 
them not to GoD ; we need not doubt of his ac- 


.  - ceptance who doeall things to his glory. So that 
__ concerning this 'Centurioz, had his love gone no-fur- 


therthantheirs z yer as he had now learnedro doe it 
in pure ſervice to God, it was better thantheirs. 

Yet ſeea little further. Their Love was onely to 
their owne Nation,Strangers they loved nor, it was 
evident, in that they diſturbed and drove them-from 
their Countries and habitarions. Bur ſee herean 
higher degree yet in this Cemtmurions Tove, Dilexit 
Gentem noſtram ({ay they) He loved our Nygtion ; that 
was the Nation of the Jewes, he was none of them: 
now being converted, by his religion he became one 
of their Church, but by his profeſſion and Countrey 
he-was their enemie, and (ct to keepea Garifon or 

7 D Colony, 


13 
Nos 


: wle  walles and partitions, of themſelves neverfo 


__  Magnificence exemplified,” 
Colony amongſt them , ic was ſtrange therefore 
that he ſhould love Gentem noſtram, that Nationthat 
they called Our Nation. OD, | 
The Iewes then (Go » {o ſuffering, of it for their 
pride and ſtubbornneſſe) were contempublein-the 
cyes of all the Nations of the earth, almoſt as much | 
25 now : we ſcldome reade any mention ofthemin”. 


the bookes of Heathenmen, bur it is in the height of 
ſcorn and hatred. Butthe Romans were molt of all ine 


feſt unto them,& they ſurely one of their moſt rebel. 
lious Provinces:for him therefore, a Roman by birth, 
an enemy by profeſſion, to- love, and ſo far to love 
Their Nation, it argueth plainly there was that 


that ſet, his-heart on fire, which Heathen morality . 


never knew of. And this dire&ts us yet toa furrher: 
progreflion in Love: So that as civill reſpe&t ma- 
keth us love our Nation and Countrey, whereof we 
are parts ;.ſo Religion moreover makethus lovethe- 


Church of Go », whereof we are children. This-. 

 _ made this Romazp love the very Iewes, his enemies. 
 Striftins eft vinculum cordium, quam corporum : what 
Skilleth what they were by outward condition? both 


ſervants of the ſame G o v they were by Faith and 


Religion. 


The Churchiof G o Þ.then ischat goldenchaine 


 thatquietly linketh cogetherithe Lambe andthe Li- 
$13. 0n;that Net;thatdraweth togerber ofevety kinde, 
** things neveriſoheterogeneal,never ſo contrary or re- 
Pugnant; Bond and free, Conqueror and Captive, 
Jaylotand Priſoner,Zew and Rben;Friends and Enc- 


mis, all in Goy:iand Cxin'r s r-agree. « Jathis 
he us Lap. Augalaris, rhe Corner-ſionc, that uniteth 


crollely 


Magnificence exemplified; 
 croſlely or twhartly firuate. Notwo fo adverſe but 
| Religion can reconcile them ; no :Nationlo fierce | 
againſt another, but one faith can make them both 
as one: for this, andif ye will let Religio be a Reli- 
 gando, this is truly that Caducews, that powerfull 
wand, thatall Nations whatſoever arequietly char- 
medunder. Hencegreyy the ardor and fervency of 
this Centurions love, ſogreat, that itblazed even up- 
on his enemies: as great fires, that warme not onely 
thoſe thar ſtand neere them, butlikewiſethole that 
arefarreof. Inthis, he outſtripped all his owne ad- 
mired Heroes ; this, neither Rome, nor Athens could 
ever have taught him. _L/zos diligere omnium et; int- 
micos vero, Chriftianorum , {0 that here is a double 
praiſe ofhislove: Firſt,thartit was publike,and ſhew- 
edto the Nation: Secondly,that it was religious,and 
ſhewed to Gods Charch.Gentemteacherh us an excel. 
lent morall vertue, Noſtram an eminent Chriſtian 
grace,we will joyne them both together. 
Thoſe that meerely united by civill government, 
and policy, have but one coard that tieth them toges 
ther ; Chriſtian Common-wealths made one like- 
-wiſeby Religion; they have two:welovethe Com. 
mon-wealth, becauſe ir defendeth the Church; wh 
love the Church, becauſe it upholdeth the Com? 
mon-wealth : ſo neere 15 the relation betweene Go- 
vernment and Religion, that he that isan enemy ta; 
one, is a foe toboth; and he that wiſheth and ſeeks 
eth the quier and welfare of both, he, and onely he, 
loveth Gentem noſtram, Our Nation. Many excellent 
and memorable examples hath the Church of God 
through all times yeelded of ſuchas have lefrun- 
- doubted teſtimonies of their love to both theſe: 


a Magnifitence exemplified. 

Such an one wasthat godly and magnanimous Iew- 

eſſe Heſter ,that to ſave her Country trom that immi- 

__nent danger that it was then in; and the whole peo- 

ple of Godindeed, from being cut off from the face 

of the earth, ventured inall expectation upon molt. 

inevitable death;and whenthe regard.of her Church. 

and Countrey lay on the one ſide,.and the perill ot. 

her life onthe other; debating a while upon both, , 

Vicit amor patrie, {o far was ſhe carried with ſuch a. 
glorious cauſe,that ſhe quickly concluded all danger 

iathis heroike ſpeech, 1f 1 periſh, Iperiſh, Eſther 4.16, 

and ſo went on with her great anddangerous deſigne.. 

As-Saint Paulin another caſe : The time will not. 

Heb.1.32 ſuffer meto ſpeake of Gideon, and Jephte, and Samp- 

ſon and King David, andothers; and among them of 

* the redoubted Maccabees, wholetedioustravels and 

labours were ſo indefatigable, whoſe ſpirits were ſo. 

undaynted; whoſe lives ſo often jeoparded, and ſo: | 

liberally ſpent for their Church, and Nation, that. 

they have gone beyond. all Parallell. and example. 

Greater love than this (even by our Saviours owne. 

teſtimony) can no manſhew, than if a man ſhall lay 

downe his life for one; yet hath this love, the love 

ro Gods Church and people,gone beyond this. We 

 mayreade Moſes, rather than. the people of 1/raet 

fhould be forlakenof G o v, wiſhing his owne re- 

TD jection, Blot merather (ſaith he) out of the Booke.of life: 

nn0303* Animeque magnx prodigum Paulum, [ce likewiſe St. 

Paat in as high-a ſtraine for the ſame cauſe, 1 could 

Row-9.3.. wiſh my ſelfe were accurſed from Chriſt. for my brethren 

he Tewes my kinſmen according to the fleſh.Here is not 


«, Aa 


fob.1g.1 3 


\ only life,bur life of life, body 8 ſoule layed to ſtake 
' for this cauſe, Love greater-than the greaeſt, be- 
yong 


Maonificence exemplified. 


vyond al ſuperlative,no Rhetorikisable to magnifieit, 
Caſt our love and affeRion.as this Centurion caſt: 


his.on Gods-Church and people, and wethall know 
no limits ofit. I muſt needs flag with my. meditati- 


ons, my eloquence is far too weake to deicant upon; 


that which no praiſes can ſufficiently ſer forth : all 
that I canſay, isthis.. bl 
Doe burning coales ſet unkindled coales on fire ? 
Are.good examples the moſt moving Sermons ? Let 
us then light our dim Candles, at theſe blazing 
Lampes; let their love to their Church and Nation 
kindle the like affetion in us to-ours. Let us pray for 


the peace of Ieruſalem, for peace within her pallaces, for =D 


plenty within hey wals: Let every one of us love Gez- 
tem- 28ftram, that 1s. Church and Common-wealth : 
let us. ſeeke the peace of the one, the quiet and trans 
quillity of the ather: let us prefer the unity of Gods: 
Church,before our own private phantafies,and par- 
ticular humours: Let us preferre the plenty, honor, . 
and welfare of the Common-wealth, before our 
owne lucre and emoluinent: let us-lay downe our: 
tumorous-ſpirirs for the one, our ſubſtance, (and-if 
need bee) our lives for the other: make no Schiſme 
in this, move no Sedition in that, beware of thoſe 
wilde goards whereby there is Mors in ola; Thoſe 
two peſtiferous: weedsthat poiſon ourloveto both: 
theſe; Singularity in rhe Church, Popularity inthe 
Common-wealth, but like members and childrenof 
both.. Let every one of usin his-ſeverall calling, 
bend all our endeavours-for the good of both... 

' I have now brought my ſelfe forth into alarge 
held wherein 1 could finde ground enough to range 
over.in {o copious:a Theme : What Oxder * .What 
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Magnificence exemplified. 
Condition? What Calling,. could I not now.ſpeak 
roi Inwhar place fitterh he, that-mighr not here be 
exhorted rightly to order it for the profit of the 
Nation? The ruling part to doe juſtice downeward, 
the obeying part, to performe obedience upward ; 


\ - everyone is apartofa Nation, anditherefore every 


one in his place or ſtation that he enjoycth-may doe. 
good, or-hurt: inic.' I could likewiſe here fitly cry 
downethoſe excrements, thatinevery age, all Na« 


tions havebrought forththrough their plenty, who 


like Vipers, feed upon her bloud that giveth them a 
being ; that dig themſelves fortunes out of publike 
ruines and oppreſſtons: ſuch are Monopoliſts, Pro- 


 JeRors, Vndertakers, and thoſe that wee feele the 


ſmart of inthe Countrey, Ingroffersof Corne, and 
Depopulators : the one hiding-.up the fruits of the 
earth, whereby. he maketh a famine; where God in- 
ecndsa plenty ; and the other ſhutting up thewombe 
of the earch, thar ir-ſhall not bring forth; and there- 


It moreintollerable than the former, A Varlet.that 
 atonceby theinriching of himſelfe, robbeth God of 


his honour, the Kings Majeſtie of his Subjects, the 
Eand' of herincreaſe, the poore of their habitation, 
the Miniſters both of their profit, and comfort ; and 


_ ſomanyothermiſchiefesdo follow his wicked a, 


thiarifhe were ſuffcredto pgoe on as heliſt;hewould 
make a Wildernefſeofa Paradiſe, and bring quickly 


waſtation and barbariſme overthe face of the whole 


lahd, But whither doe Igoe? I am buta contem- 
p.ative' man, and Idoenoraffettto thruſtmy-Oare 
incothicir Botes, that I know nothoy toſteere:; all 
that T will ſay' of ſuch kinde of people as theſe is, = 
What was once {aid of that wicked Rowan, Bey are 
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 Magmfreence exemplified. 
Dat, ſed in maluns publicans, full ot- projections and 
deviſes, but it 1s . to inhaunce their. owne private 


gaine,througha publike injury : and.ſo Lleavetheſe 


to their diſcipline, who with watchfull eyes, and 
| high hands (wee thanke G © Þ never more. duly 
and powerfully than now) continually attend and 
providefor the good of the Nation. Andthus Lleave 
chat which is the objec of their care, and ſhould be 


of our love, Gentem noffram, Our Nation... I paſſcta- 


the third circumſtance, whichis.the fruit how love 
beſt exerciſcth it ſelfe. . Wherein, .. _ 

1 Generally , the Activity thereof. - True love 
will ſhed itſelfe into Action, and alwayes be doing 
ſome good; as here, Adificavit, He built. 

_ 2 Particularly; the EleRion orchoice of the ſub- 
je that it chiefly delighrerh to buſie, and imploy it 
ſelfe aboyt;'thoſe matters that-tend to Gods gla- 


ry, the continuation of his Church and ſervice, Ade 


cavit Synazogam, He built us aSynagoguc. : 
- And x Hair of the ones » Hee built, 
This gave a triall and teſtimony to: his love<.to have 
loved them, and. done nothing: forthem, had beene 
but to have cotmplemen ed withthem 3-therefare 


ſhew the integrity ofhis affeQion, he will be magni-. 
ficent, and doe a goad deed among them: Exibitis - 
operts probatio 6l1uzitates, \[ithe- Saint. Gregory ; where = 
, there, wee will hew . 


True charity,is no painted fire whichwemay of- - 
dy lookeupowbur. receiveaqheatetromiun; buplike . 


raere:15 love: and icompaſGian 
helpe and ſublevation. -.. 


the: Sure, 1f- it: ſhine upon us; wilklikewiſl HEAT 
us: ſo indeed, if mercy tender our-mifexy, ic will al 


 ſorclieveir;if men loveus, they will doc lomegood = 


for 


24 


Jam,3.16, 


_ . Col. 2.14. 


.Luke ro. 
$334» 


neth and moveth us. 
Wherefore Saint-Zames would have us ſhew him 
hr faith byour workes. ' The fraitiproceedeth from 
the tree,:and the tree is knowne by the fruit; ſo is 
tath chemorher of gopd warkes, and good workes 
; J AY 


- . Magnificence exemplified. 
for us; This is tobe lavers in deed, as the Apoſtle bid- 
deth us be, and not in word onely, _ 2 

Saint 1ames ſpeaketh of ſome, whoſe love went - 
no further than their lips,that fay,warme your ſelves, 
fl your bellies, yet gave them not thoſe things that weres 
neceſſary forthe body, That is,-luch as comprehend 


their charity in bare pitty and no more:butthe good 


Apoſtle commends not thisas charitable, bur-con- 


demaeth it as unprofitable: what profiteth, faith he, 
if yeſaythws, &c. Therefore Saint Par biddeth his 


Coloſians , Pat on both bowels of mercy and kindneſſe, 
that-is, that they ſhould be both touched with in- 
ward affection, and performe outward offices like. 
wiſe. Like the good Samaritaze toward the diſtreſ(- 
ſed Stranger, who (faith the Evangcliſt) When hee 


ſaw him, had compaſiion on him; (there was inward 

' compundtion)And he-went to him, and he bound up his 

wounds, and he layed him upon his Afſe, and he carried 
 hims to his-Inne © there was kindaedle too, as well as 
bowels, and thatit-was that made him an embleme 
ofa true neighbour,and a right charitable man. 


Beloved, there cannot be life in.us, butthere will 


bemotionalſo. Nomore can true loveaad faith be 
within us, but they will ſhew themſelves forth: in 


o00d workes without us: -Fides viva noneX tantim 
en. ad oftendendum,-ſed wita- ad moventam, ſaith 


% 
by 


Pariſeenſis yery well. True faith-is not(faithhe):on- 


ly light thar dirc&eth us,bur it is lifealſothar quick- 


# 
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- the teſtimony of faich. Therefore Dorcas was t ight, 


who was Diſcipwla ({aith the Text) 4 Diſciplethat Afts 9.36 


frequently heard the Apoſites, and was likewiſe full 


of good workes aud almes-deeds which ſhe did. Corne- *&: "9: 


4 was truly a devout man, whoſe prayers and almes 


aſcended to Almighty G o d. Zachexs, a true convert, 


that came both willingly downe to Curr1sr 
when he called him,and thus teſtified thetrueneſle of 


his faith, Halfe of my goods I give tothe poore, andif 1 Luk. rg.8. 


have wronged any man l will reftore him fourefold, Ma- 
»y loved Canrsr well, that thought not much 
of her Oiles and Martha loved Cunisr well, 
who thought not much ofher toyle : if we loveei- | 
ther God or man, we will be doing ſomething for: 
both ; we will never faile the neceſſity ofthe one,we 
will thinke nothing too deere for the honour of the 
other ; we will (if we be able) build for either, Aadz- 
fcavit, The world hath but now in theſe dayes 
queaſie ſtomaches to digeſt this Doctrine, Wee 
would all ferve Goo », but we would gladly doe ir 
afterthe cheapeſt and moſt thrifty way: any precept 
that implieth coſt or building ir frighteth us:it is D#- 
rus ſermo, an hard ſayinz: if our Saviour himſelfe 
come tous as hecame onceto the Young man inthe 
Goſpell, with Yade er vende, Goe ſell and give, and 
the like chargeable commands; he ſends us away as 
hedid him, Melancholy. 

All DoQtrines are plauſible that touch not our 
profit ; but it we ſpeake of building, or diſtributing 
any thing for God,tharis not ſo;good. Tf ſuch a glo- 
Tious worke as this Certurions here be commended 
unto us, the effect that it worketh. is this : 


We ulvally -commend it againe;ang praiſeit for 
on "x af 
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an Evangelicall precept,that argueth agreat dealeof 
perfe&tionin him that doeth it, or the like ; but wee 
wilt-by no meanes have it any oencrall command, 
that every one to whom Ged hath given the like abi- 
lity, muſt of neceſlity and duty doe it, P 
Sometime we are not ſo favorable, butwe either 
carpe at the worke, as 1n4zs ſometime, concerning 
that good womans love expreſſed to our Saviour, 
Luorſum perditio hec ? what need all this waſte ? This 
_ coſt might better have bin imployed other wayes,as 
thus.,and thus $ this will doe more hurt than good, 
or the like: or if we cannot play the divell with the 
- worke, and accuſe that, we will at-God Almigtity 
his part with the Author,and doer of it, and preſume 
to be kegeſvo'pn; and fit in judgement of his heart, and 
iatent inthe doing of it:andeeither ſtileit Phareſiſme 
and done to beſeenc of men; Or which is the uſuall 
verdict that wenow adayes give up concerning: all 
workes of any tranſcendent excellency, That they 
ſmell of Popery,and aredone out of opinion of mer- 
rit. So that. to excuſe_the coldneſle that is in our 
ſelves, we will diſgrace thoſe good deeds,and intents 
which welſecin others. | 

Bur if we come neerer the matter, and ſpeake of 
reſtoring any thing unjuſtly with-holden from God; 
if of delivexing the houſes of the Lord which wee 
have in our poſleſſion; or of the meanes violently 
and fraudulently detained from them ; if of refuſing 
anygain, though finiſterly offered unto us, & againtt 
Gods Commandements ; then it is likethe finger up- 
onthe Bile: werageat the very mention of any-ſuch 
thing ; we taſt the ſpeech like Gallor Wormewood; 
and.weheate:him that {peaketh. it, asthe ces 
F wiv 
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who were covetous heard Chriſt, Audthey heard aff Luke 16. 


theſe things, and they Herided him. So neerely doth 
God himſelfe touch us, when any command of his 
' toucherh our profit;thar as the divell falſcly concer- 


I4. 


ring lob, Touch bur all that he hath, aud he will blaſ- Tobr, 


pheme thee to thy face: 1 will not ſay hemighr now 
cruly ſay Ic to the greateſt part of the world ; but 
wicha little qualification ir will couch roo many of 


us. Let God touchnor all, bur any thing that wee . 
have, if it be ofany moment, andif we will notbla{- 


pheme him forit,and caſt offal Religiof in the caſe, 
yet we will excuſe itto his face, and pur it off for 


once. Precepts in any other kinde, either comman- | 


ded by God, ordeliveredby Gods Miniſters, ateims 


braced with more kinde acceptance and welcome; 


And if we might chooſe our ferviceto G o » our 
ſelves, wethink we could all ſerve him well enough: 


one of us would ſerve him in zeale, and at other in 
hearing, and an other in reprehending,-afourth in 


ſuperſtictious obſervances, and a fifchin ſtrained ni. 
ceties ; every one in one kinde or other would doe 
God agreat deale of feryice. But we would all haye 
God (as ſome men would have Gods Miniſters) to be 
at our owneallowance for it. Orif we would not 
dealeſo meanly with him,yetat leaſtwiſe we would 


have him grant us reſeryartions, and diſpenſations g 


. andin ſome chargeable matters, Charters of liber- 


ty. Go » ſhall command us any thing, but Not zo Mt-5-39. 


Pinck out our right eye, Not to.cut off our right hand;chat 
15, to forgoe a deerepleaſure, or lay downe a neceſ(- 
fary profic. To leavethe Seate of Cyſtomeandto 
follow Chriſt ; few Publicans but Saint Matthew 
E 2 ſaith 


would have done it, I will ſerve God any where, 


28 
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ſaith the corrupt Officer, But onely in my Office : 1 
will doe what God will have nie, faith-the deceitfull 
Trader, But wot in my.Shop:it is this,truly,that touch- 
eth us all to thequick. VVe profeſle a great deale- of 
ſervice towards God, eye-ſervice, and carc-fervice, 
and ſervice with a witneſſe ; but ler this bethe Tef,. 
and Lydian-touch, how true we areinit ; What we 
we wlll build, what will we lay out for him ! then 
weare ſtone-cold ; we will doe nothing for Go »v's 
ſake, neither reſtore to him any thing that 1s not our 
owne ;nor diſtribute any thing for his ſakethat is_ 
our owne: What text ſoever it be, yet it it beamo- 
ney matter, wee can diſpenſe with it 5 though wee 
have butnice and narrow gullets, to ſtraine at Gnats 
and Ceremontes, yet we can glibly ſwallow downe 
Extortion and Sacriledge: and though we be eafily 
drawneto give Godenough in hearing of Sermons, 
yet we will 'bate him for it, in workes of mercy and 


, 


building of Synazognes. Butthis is not to ſerve God 


. Tukit6.'[;ke Zachariah and Elizabeth, who walked in all the 


Commandements of the Lord, without reproofe, ma- 
king conſcience of ſome duties as well as other. But 


xKingt 5 it is to ſetve.G o Þ like Naamar the Syrian, who 
* waScontent (after his miraculous cure) to ſacrifice to 


no God, but the God of 1ſrael. Inthi thing only (ſaith 
be) let the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that when my Mas- 
Fey goeth into the houſe of Rimmos to wor ſhip there, aud 
he leaneth ou my hand, and 1 bow my ſelfe in the houſe 
of Rimmon; the Lord pardon thy ſervant in rhe thing * 
to have refuſed tohave done this, had beeneto have 
loſt his Office and place in Court; fo ye ſee profic 
parterh him and kis God; and ſo doth it us, and ours- 


| T Sami a Againe, this isto offer Sawls ſacrifice, To ſparethe 


. fare 


w 
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fatteſt and the beſt ofthe. Cattell, and togive God - - 
the refuſe, and that w* is worth nothing. This is to 
be religious as the Phariſees were, in Tything Mint - 
and Comin,and omit judgement,and juſtice, and mer- 
cy, andthe greater matters of the Law. = 
But King David was of an other ſfraine,he would * $*m-24: 
not offer any ſuch cheape wareto Almighty G o v; te 
but when <Araunah the Tebuſite would have given . 
him-both the.ground and materialsto build an AL 
rar, he refuſed it, and: would pay a pricefor them ; 
| Ged forbid (faith he) that 1 ſhould offer any thing unto 
the Lord of that which coſt-me nought. And God, when 
he would try Abrahams faith,he tried it by his works, 
_ ſaith Saint James, in that he offered upon his com- 
mand, the deereſt comfort that he had in the world, 
his onely Sonne 1/aac. 
And the children of 1/7ael, to expreſſe their Re. 5***; NA 
ligion, they plucked off their Earerings,- and © 
Bracelets, and Iewels, to adorne the Tabernacle of . 
the Lord. Thereforelet ns never boaſt of any piety, }. 
till it cometo this height, that we can both Reddere, 
and Retribuere, give God againe what 1S his owne,and - 
- return to him part of thoſe bleſſings which are ours. - 
Thinkeit not enough to have zealous affections, but 
open and large hearts alſo: or to forſake all falſe - 
2ods, yet to worſhip Mammon, and to ſuffer him to - 
| ſtand in' competition with Godfor our fervice. To - 
tremble atthe mention of an Image, yet not to for- _ 
_ Covetonſneſſe, which (ſaith the Apoſtle) is Tdp- Cole 3+ 5e + 
atry. = 
Our outward ſubſtance, are the things which wee 
toile and travell-moſt for ; to part with them for 
Gods ſake, and upon his Commandemems, truly ex- 
RE - © 


© REED Am 4. ow = 


' Prov. 3.9. 
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preſſeth that high degree that welove himin. There- 
fore if we will honour him, the truelt way to ex- 
preſſe it, is to honour him with our ſ#b/tance, and 
with the firſt fawits of our increaſe, If welovehim,or 
love his people, let us ſhew it as this Centurion did 
hislove, Zdrficavit, He built. : 
Thus generally of the operation of Love. Now 
particularly, of the clection or ſubject that it Choo 
{eth out to worke upon, Synagozam, a Synagogue. 
Two things I would have youtake notice of con- 


cerning SYJH4g07ues, 


x Their Inſtitution or Foundation. 
2 Their End, Vſe, and Ordination” — +: 

. 1 For their Foundation. We reade not of any 
particular command which Moſes had from Go » 
for them ; or any direction that hee gave to the 
Church of 1/raet concerning them ; for certaine in 
his timethey were not, nor loag after; the Bookes 
of Teſna, Iudges, and the Kizgs, would not have then 
beene ſofilent inthem. The opinion of moſt men is, 


and that with moſt probability , That they were 


brought into the Church ofthe ewes, inthetime of 

their captivity, when they were diſperſed abroad - 
among other Nations, and could not have accefle to 
their owne Temple. And after their returne they 
were continued, both as.convenient for ſuch asthe 
Temple could not containe, and for ſuch as dwelt 
farre off (as theſe Capernaamites) and could notre- 
paireuntoit: forthe which uſesinour Saviour s 
time there were many of them; bochin Ter»ſalem, 
and-in all otherplaces, and Cities, where the Iewes 
then inhabired. Sorthat Divize Ordinance, and par- 
ticular command from God,thcy had none for them; 
rot Ecclefeaſtike 
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Eccleſiaſtike, ſuch as the example and continuance of 
former timesand ages ; the conſent and-authority of 


thoſe who were ſer over the Church,thele they had: 


yet notwithſtanding our Saviour 'approveth of 


them, weſee ; by frequenting of them, by teaching 
and performing his Miniſteriall Office in them : The 
Apoſtles (we reade) often did the like: this good 
man here built one, the fa is commended-to our 
Saviour, and he reproveth it not. So that, although, 
concerning the heart and life of Religion, Godin his 
expreſſe word hath revealed whatſoever is neceſla- 
ry for faith,and pradiiſe;yet concerning thole things 
which are De lend eſſe, or the well- being of the 
Church ; which: is- the order and manner of his-ſer- 
vice, he hath left that_Lrbritrary, and free for herto 

diſpoſe and eſtabliſh or alter, as ſhe ſceth occaſion. 
The Church of God here conſiſting of men, whoſe 
conditions and manners: are alterableyviththe times, 
and ages, that they live in: and therefore it is conve- 
nieat, that her outward Inſtitutions,and Ordinances, 

be ſo- likewiſe; that inall ages, allthings may bee 

done, in the moſt decent order, and the moſt edify-= 
_ 3ingmanner. Aliter in conſtituta Eccleſia, aliter in con- 

Ztuendayſaith the old rule. Somethings have beene 
fit to have beene brought into the Church at ſome 
times, which formerly have not beene fo neceflary: 
and ſuch was-the Inſtitution of thefe Synagognes. 


Secondly , for their uſe: or employment. Syn4- See Buz- 


Zogues were to pray, toread,and preach the word 0 
Godin, excepting Sacrifices, and Leviticall nies, 
which wereonly to be performed inthe-Temple, the 
-whole duties of Religion might bee performed in 
them. They were, indeed, anſwerable to our _ 
| | . chia 


tor. Sigon, 


| od - 


, _ chiallaſſemblies,or private Churches: The Temple 
like our Cathedralls. In a word,' holy places they 
. were, dedicated to God toperforme the daily LZitnr. 
- gie, andother duties of Religion inthem ; and from 
_ the Aſſembly, or Congregation thatreſorted ta them, 
. they had theirname of Sy»4zogues, which ſignifies a 
\ Congregation. 


--nour God with 
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Piety inflameth our hearts to build:What to build, 
WWiſdome and Prudence muſt teach us. 
Our Love prompteth us to doe for God: our care 


. muſt make us circumſpe, that what we doe, may 


tend moſt chiefly to his glory. 
There betwo-wayes how. we may build to God's 
honour: or there be two wayes wherein we may ho- 
=” toward himſclte. 
a ſubſtance, Mediately, in his members. 
1 Immediately, towards himſelte'; when we wil- 


-lingly part with our goods for the maintenance, 
. continuance, and propagation of his reaſonableand 
_. appointed Service; whuch - conſiſting of outward 
- meanes,-cannot ſubſiſt without outward ſubſidiary 
 helpe, and maintenance. And this they doe, wha 
either endow meanesfor the educating, eaabling,re- 
leeving, or encouraging thoſe who attend, and ſe- 
-queſter themſelyes, toperforme this ſervice to Al- 
mighty God. Or, in founding, erecting, maintain- 


10g, repairing, and adorning Places, and Temples, 


dedicated to God, to performe this ſervice. 


2 Meaiately, wee honour God in his members ; 
when wecomtort, helpe, releceve, redeeme, and the 
like, thoſe who are in calamity, want, indigence,cap- 


tivity, or any other miſery, whereby they might be 


[titre 
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ſtirred up to glorifihim, for the mercy and compa(l- 


ſion which they {ee inus : ro whom whatloeverwe 
thus dge, our Saviour Chriſt in his Goſpell-hath 


cleerely pronounced it to be done unto himſelfe. So 


graciouſly mercifull is he toward us, as toaccount 
our mutuall reliefe and ſuccour, to be & part of his 
owne Service. | DE CITE. 

I will not determine of the preheminence of theſe 


two Chriſtian vertues; nor define of theworth of 


the one of them abovethe other. Only what I'find 
our Saviour himſelfe once concluded concerning 
' them both, thatTI may be bold todeliver: when the 
woman which fate at our Saviours feet; to teſtifze 
© theaboundance of love, and honour, that ſhee bare 
unto him, powred the Box of precious 0:73tment upon 


his ſacred head, Imdas, through covetouſneſle carped 


at the deed ; and the reſt of the ApoFles (through 
weakenefle) ſtartled at it likewiſe, and by bothit was 
concluded, Ths Ointment might have beene ſold for 
much monty, and have beene given to the poore, Here, 
ye ſee, was outward honour and liberalicy, that was 
ſhewedto Cunt s r himſelfe ; queſtioned as-in- 
ferior unto that mercy which might have binſhew- 
ed unto the poore: yet our Saviour applaudeth the 
Woman, defendeth the Deed, and concerning the 
Queſtion, thus concludeth, The poore ye ſhall have al- 
wayes with you, me ye ſhall not have alwayes with you 
in that ſhe did it, (he didit 36 my buriall ::as if he had 
ſaid, It is true, to have giventhus much to the poore, 
had beene a good and a charitable worke ; but be ye 

ſatisfied, there isnothing done in this, but ſhe may 

doe that at an other time alſo ; ſhe ſhall alwayes 

inde thoſe who may be fit biel tor hercharity ; 


but 


Mat 26, 


' but cotmerning me, who amſhBrely to depart from 
you, according 'to the fleſh, ſhe. ſhall not havethe | 
like opportunity againe, to.dve methis outward ho- 
nour. Though thar therefore beas good and as ne. , 
ceſſary a worke asthis; Thisis now more ſeaſonable 
thantliat ; ſo that deeds of Charity, and deeds of Pie- 
zy,(for ſo weuſe to diſtinguiſh them) are both accep- 
tableto Almighty God*# To build an Almes-houle, 
and to build a Synag0zee, both ſweet- ſmelling Sacri- 
ficesz 'onely this is the difference, The one may bee 
ſometime of more importance and inſtant neceſſity 
than the. other : Occafion-roexertile the firſt, wee 
may alwayes- have;as long as men remaine, want 
and miſery for us to releeve, will remaine among 
them. Bur for thoſe things that immediately thus 
we dedicateto God, it is not alwayes ſo: opportuni- 
ty doth bur ſerve at ſometime when they may bee 
performed ; wherefore we ought then to fall to it 
with both hands,becauſe they be workes which can- 
not be done art all times. Iris true indeed, To build 
a Synagogue is not alwayes poſlible, is not alwayes . 
- neceſſary. Sometime the-State of Chriſtian affaires 
hath beene atſolow anebbe, that meanes, and abi- 


- liries wanted thus to exprefle their willingnefle to - 

E honour God. In thetimes ofthe Apoſtles, when they 

| _ Tefr all to follow"Chrift,what had they then left to - 

—_ bwldwithally - oh: eh TT 

Sometime: the irage of perſecution was ſuch a- 
gainſt rhemythar they could not be allowed to build : 

places convenient 'for'Gods ſervice; but Sheds and : 
Cellars, Crypts, and'Caves,and Woods, were faine 

to ſupply-them inſtead of 7emples and Sy Bagegnes ; 

and thoſe places were choſenfor Gods ſervice, _ Fo 

| . wAaIKID:: 


WW 
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* which were meeredlagbut which were ſafeſt. In theſe 
caſes, their ſanRified (oules and bodies were all the 
Temples they could build to Almighty G o », who, 
without doubr, tooke not any leſle delight in their 
hearty and zealous affection, becauſethey wanted 
theſe outward Ornaments : the cauſe why they wan- 
redthem, was their want of abiliry ; ability ſerving, 
then they had them. 

Sometime to build was utterly needleſle, and ſu- 
perfluous ; as after the time of Conſtantine,and ſome 
, of the ſucceeding Emperours, while the world was 
in love with Reli2ion, When Temples and Charches 
were ſo frequent, that no place wanted them ; and 
when they were ſo magnificently erc&ed, and fo 
riehly adorned, and beautified, that to have added 
more, had rather beene to have made them gariſh, 
than decent : and when their ſplendor was ſuch (for 
the beſt things admit of a ſatiety)rhar it rather daz-_ 
led their eyes, than with their comelinefle, added 
any alacrity unto their devotions. And likewiſe 
when their endowments were fo large, that they 
were rather occafton of idlenefle and riot-intheir Mi- 
niftery, than the propagation of Piety and godli- 
nefle. Too much meanes inall foundations uſually 
drawing abuſe and corruption afterthem : as Honey, 
which 1f moderately af | 
which it is infuſed into ; butif it be powred in; too 
large a quantity,then it maketh them luſcious 8 fp 
ſome, and they had better havebeene without it. In 
theſe times, ro have heaped up whole magazines of 
gold, and precious treaſure into Churches ,-and 
Cloyſters, was altogether needleſſe, and greater 
lovethandiſcretion was expreſſed in it, Then more 

EE neceflary 


* —_— 


d, ſweetneth-thoſe meares : © 
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neceſſary workes and duties olgfgyhriſtianity, which * 


hereby cameto be neglected, IM-beene more ſeaſo- 


nable: at ſuch times to have fed Chriſt in his mem. 
bers, had beene a good deed more needfully placed, 


_ than to have layed great coſt upon the polithing of 


Shrinesand Altars ; while the living Temples of the 


Holy Ghoſt went unfed, unclothed,and unregarded. 


But commeth theſe occaſions about againe to 
build a Synagzezac, which will not alwayes befall us* 
Is the time now that we have C/r:/# with us, in that 
ſenſe that he there ſpeaketh, that wee ſhall not al- 
wayes have him with ws ? Ateall thoſe Remora's and 
Obſtacles taken away from us 2 and have wen their 
place, fit opportunities to doe God fhis great honour 
{eaſonably £ The people of Capernaum dwell far 
from Icruſalem z and Piety is in danger to decreaſe, 
for want of places to exerciſe Religionin. What 
deed can thenbe comparable to this of our Centuri- 
0n, Adificare Synagozam ? Opportunities then it ſee; 


meth thereare(andas it were)certainecriticall times, - 
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when after-ſome ſpeciall manner. we are called to 
this duty ;, to the which, all-other workes whatſoe. 
ver muſt give place: and this then by no meanes to 
be deferred ;.the ſeaſon in which'we doe it adding a 
luſtre, to the worke that is. done., As when Cod ſtay» 
ed his hand: from deſtroying 1/7acl, with the plague 

» but 


-of- peſtilence 3 Dawid: deferreth not one houre 


righrintheſame place where the Angell ſtood Rill, 
he ereReth an. Altar to Almighty God;. when the 
memory of the deliverance was yet freſh in the 


mines of. che; people, and. the place pur them, in 
-minge of the deliverance; theh was an opportune 


ume far ſuch a worke, Would we know then rm 
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this worke were morefſeaſonable for us.than any 0- 
ther? would we doe Gedrhis honour, and Indas hin. 
ſelfe not beable to ſnarle at it ? Is thisan Agethart 
requireth ſuch a worke ? Will Go@receive ſome ſpe- 
ciall honour by it 2 Examine, ſee what opportuni- 
tics we have for.it, | 
Are thoſe goodly Structures and Bafilica's,. buil- 
ded in former times to the honour of God, and to 
erforme his ſervice in, now in our times-ruinated 
and decaied 2 Standeth there any of thoſe ancient 
Piles in our Land, which wee behold now.in their 
duſt, and ruines; the true Monuments of their love 
to God that builded them ; and the fire markes of our 
coldneſſe, who let them fall 2 Then have we fir op- 
portunity to open our hands to this. worke. Then + 
may we both continue thofe places to God, which 
our-Fathers of old have dedicated to performe his 
Service in (which taken away, all Religion would 
quickly faile.) And likewiſe we may make it hereby 
knowne, That Gods of no lefle power in his Charch 
now, thanhe was in former times : that he reigneth 
as highly in the hearts of his ſervants, as ever hee 
did: that men are not weary of Gods fervice : that 
he is alwayes able, to ſtirre up Zorobabel after Solo- 
78: thoſe who will be zealous for his Church 
and Service; and conſequently that all the world 
ſhall ſee, that The gates of hell ſhall wever be able t0 
prevaile againſt is. 'Whar higher ſervice canbe per- 
formed to God than this 2 Doeſt thou ſee thatthis 
may come to paſſe by:thy worke? Then Build a Syn- 
AZOCne. | 
Againe, doeft thoulive in the laſt and worſt Age 


ofthe world, when men ſhall be loversof themfelves 
— | F 3 more 
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..more thas lovers of God, and the charity of many ſhall 


. wax cold; when moſt men ſhall lay aſide theſe duties 


of godlineſſe: nay, whar a fort of men ſhall live a- 
mong us,who cry downe building of Sy7agogues,and 


-profeſſe it. one of the meaneſt things that we cangoe 


about: ſtriving if they poſſibly could, to expunge, 
andblotall workes in this kinde, out-of the Table of 
thoſe laudable deeds, which proceed from Chriſti. 
an liberality 2 Nay further, Doeſt thou live with 
thoſe who are-the ſpawneof theſe, who make no 
conſcience of taking rheſe holy places from Guo v, 


who care not to pulldowne Synagozues,turning them 


toa Den of Theeves; paſſing nothing how meanely 


and fſordidly they profane them ® © Concerning 


Pl, 106. 


. ces the lips © 


whom, we may take up the P[a/miſts compaint;thar 
they turning the glory of God into the Image of a Calfe 
that eateth 9 - Feeding (I meane) in thoſe pla- 

Calves, where formerly G o v's ſer- 


 vants have offered the Calves of their lippes; no 
ſtrange or unheard of thing in this Land, I would it 


were. Doeſt thou live, I ſay, amongſtthoſethat 
make no conſcience of this, orof raviſhing from the 
mouthes of G o »'s Miniſters, thoſe portions al- 


 Joted fortheir maintenance to ſervein thoſe places? 


Aretheſe ſocommonand {o countenanced, that we 
may juſtly feare , Should they goe on without any 


ſtop, they wouldin aſmall time, take allthe houſes of 


the Lord,inthe Land, into their owne poſſeſſion ? Then 


 hethat will either build any oftheſe houſes for God, 
- or redeeme any of thoſe portions taken from them, 
- may (which 1s eminent) ſtand up alone almoſt,in the 
' performance of this rejected part of Gods ſervice;zand 


with his hand Ray the Church of G 0 0 now a 
mo 
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moſt tottering, through the undermining of ſacrile- 
oious hands. Then mayeſt thou freſhly write thoſe 
- duties, which among us are almoſt obliterated ; and 
teach the world that leſion, which now in her do- 
tage ſhe hayh well-nigh forgot; That ſacriledze i a 
finne, Then mayeſt thou happily make ſome man 
dive into his owne conſcience, and ſay; This man 
 maketha conſcience to ere, orendow a Synagogne ; 
whatam I, that makenone to rob one,or to pull onc 
downe © Then build a Synagozne. | 
Againe, doeſt thou live with thoſe who are ad- 
verſaries of ſerving Chriſt that way that thou walk- 
eſt in; who accuſe thy religion, for: the. want of 
theſe good deeds; who ſhew thee Churches and Syn- 
azozues, aid boaſt them to be rhe fruit of their Re- 


ligton, which thou tightly calleſt ſuperſticious ; and 


will tell thee, that they built.choſe Churches, which 


thou thinkeſt too great a burthen to repaire © Then 
build a Synazozae, and thou ſhalt ſtop the mouth of 


the adverſary : thou ſhaltin this a& confute his 0b- 
jeRtion,arid free thy Church from thoſe ſcandals chat 
hee would faſten upon her and put to falence thar 


lowd lye, which they have nor beene aſhamed ſo 
. long to impoſe upon the Miniſtry that thou liveſt - 


under: That we are Solifidiaws; that we teach not 
the people the neceſſity of any of theſe good workes: 


that we preſſe not theſe thingsto them, as matters | 


acceptable to God. 


| Theſe being thefruits of building a Synagorue, 
who will not ſay, butit is a worke Paramountto all 


other, that in this kind we can honour God withall? 


Who will not ſay, that our Age is an Agefor the - 


purpoſe ? That it 15 now, 0prs dies, in.gie es ; 
| WOIKC -. 
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worke, 25 ſeaſonable, as pious? By this, this-Cerry: 
rion ſhewed the trucneſle of his affe&tion to his 
Church ; and by this, may wee both expreſle, and 
leave an undoubted teſtimony of her love to ours; 
It mighr cafily ſceme to many, a needlefle labour tg 
dwell long in the perſwaſton, or commendation of 
thoſe things, which all Times and Ages have num-. 
bred among thoſe which were accounted moſt 
eminently glorious': much lefle, that they ſhould 
ſtand in need of any juſtificationor Apology. But 
it is moſt uſuall (though itbe pitty that it ſhould bee 
ſ{o;)rhat things of greateſt worth,and perfection, are 
received with greateſt gaine-ſaying, and contradicti- 
on. Happy was this Certurien, that he lived net in 
our Age: That which he is herecommended tor, 
we ſhould now have taxed him in. Building of Syn- 
agzogues, the comfort and glory of former Times, is 
the Proverbe and by-word of ours. 

Go» hath ever ycthada place to beſervedin; 
yet it isnow almoſt thought arbitrary, whether hee 
ſtandin need of any or no. Magnificence, and ſplen- 
dor, hath alwaycs bFene thought the fitteſt way in 
thoſe places, to exprelle the brighineſle ofhis glory 
that is ſerved-in them: yet is it now deemed a dil- 


_ grace and diſhonourto him, to be ſerved with any 


Culture or decency at all. I thinke wereade notany 
where, that he ever revealgd himſclfeto us, that hee 
rooke delight to beferved ina pooreand beggerly 
manner: or, that we might dwell in what Seeling, 
or Cedar weliſt; but for his part, themeaneſt Cot- 


; tage, were place good enough to performe his ſer- | 


_. Ever hitherto, as the glory and ability of his - 
Church | 
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Church and people hath increaſed;ſo hath the beau- 
ty of his houſes 8 places of worſhip, been more and 
more conſpicuous. «<Abel in the begifſning of the 
world ſacrificed (for ought we reade) upan the bare 
earth. Noah (ucceedeth him, and he reared an Al- 
tar, happily, but of turfe or Sods. 7aceh commeth 
afrer, and he was better provided, and he pitcheth a 
ſtone at Bethel, Moſes followeth him, and he fra- 
meth a Tabernacle, thoughin the Wilderneſle. S9- 
lomon, he commeth to governe the Chutch of Goa 
in her dayes of peace, and plenty, and he buildeth a 
moſt glorious Temple :neither have Chriſts ſervants 
vader the: Goſpell, beene leſle magnificent, than 
they that were under the Law. Why then ſhould we 


now atthe leſt thinke, thatevery Hovellwere place _ 


beautifull enough forthis purpoſe? We ſee no ne- 
ceſlity of theſe things, yet certainly they had ſome 


reaſons why they underwent al that coſt and labour. . 


David ſaith, that his intent was hereby, to expreſle 
and givea teſtimony of his affection and loveto Gods 


Sw, 


40. 


ſervice, Becauſe 1 have ſet my affetHonupen the houſe of , C1,9 


my GOD, 1 have given of mine owne” proper 
good gold and ſilver unto the houſe' of my God; reade 
through the body of the Chapter, and ſee what a 
maſſe of treaſure he had layed 'up to be mployedto 


that holy uſe: ye ſee hee maketh the beautifying of | 


Gods houſe, the proper effeR of his laveand zealeto 
Religion. Solowon had a furtherreaſon ; he thought 
by the magnificence of his Temple, moſtfitly to ſer 
forth thegreatneſſe and Majeſty of God, who was 


ſerved in it, 4nd the houſe which 1 build i great, for » Che.a.c 


great is our God above all gods, It was not then it ſee» 
meth,unneceſſary coſt that wasthus layed out ; thele 
"= motives 


$+ 
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. figneofthevi 


= Jove mhich the' Builders refaſtd, is become the head. 
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motives were then accounted ſufficient, I know aot 
now whetherthey wil beare water, or no:if we were 
butas willig as they, weſhould findeas many good 
confideratzons to prompt us to be as forward as they 
were, We might obſerve, (if our partiality would 
ſuffer us) that the comelinefle, and beauty of the 


houſe of prayer, erceth and lifteth up the minde in- |} 


toa more ſolid and dye conſideration of thoſe holy 
exerciſes which we goec about; ſolemnely, evenin 
all things, mightily working(though inſenfibly) up- 
on the minds of men. . 

 Againe, we might {ce (and if we would) that this- 
outward beauty of Gods Service, among many 0- 
ther markes, andtokens, plainely ſheweth and ma-. | 
kethknawnta the world, The Divinity and forceof | 


Chriſtian Dodrine and Religion ; for tell mee I 


pray (with equall judgement) -Is it not an evident. 
@ory acid upper hand; that Chriſtiani- 
ty hathgot over Heathen 1dolatry,and Superſtitions 


Whea this-ſervice of God, which at firſt was faine to 


flye into Woods,and Corners ; may now be publit. 
ly; folemnely, and magnificently performed : when 
Paganifme, -and Idolatry, that would not1uffer ſo 
much as a Shed ro be erected for the Service of God, 
isnow profligated; andput to flight : Houſes, inthe 
honourof:'Cn-x 15x; and for the performance of - 


his Religion (maugre all their rage and malice)now 


ſtanding gloriouſly builtup,with their tops reaching. 
unto the'yery; Clouds ;. while all their: gorgeous 


 Femples,dedicatedtotheir feigned Idols,lye demo- 


liſhed in their duſt,kike Cities undefenced. Doth not 
this (I fay) make it appeare to the world, That the - 


fone 
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 ' fone of the corner ; that it hath falne downeupon 

| them, and ground them into powder © And will any 

- Chriſtian man envie God of his glory * 
Apgaine, doth not this in ſome ſort, repay againe, 
2 moity to Chriſt leſws, for thoſe outward dil- 
gracesand violence, which hath beene offered unto 
him, by perſecutors in his Church and Service 7 Is 
it not a good argument and reaſon, why we ſhould 
giveal outward honour and teverence,unto the very 
bleſſedname of Teſs Chriſt our Saviour? Becauſe that 
that very name, hath beene ſoignominiouſly pro- 
phaned, and derided, by wicked miſcreants and mi(- 
beleevers * And doth not the ſame reaſontell us, 
thar we ſhould now in the flouriſhing dayes of the 
Goſpell, retaliate againe, that publike ſuppreſſion, 
that in perſecuted times the ſervice of God groaned 
under, with as Pre worſhip and honour 2 Should 
we not now fit a glorious Church forhis Service, 
who was then content to accept of the performance 
of it , though under a Wood, orinthe mouth of a 
Rocke? Wee reade in Eccleftaſtike Stories, 


;n the rift of Alexander Severns, that it was ac- rltine, 


counted anefpeciall fayour to the Chriſtians, when 
after long ſute, the Emperour did but grant them a 
Cookes Thop, to exetciſethe dniesof Religion In; 
the Prince himfelfe ſaying,” That place was berttr 

employed in the ſervice js Bi god whatſoever,than 
in tapping and vicualling, @_ , 
- Good Gov! what ſtructures can be thoughr. 
 glorious-enough for thy ſervice; who waſt content 

to dwell ſo meanely * | Ae 

Once more: God hath made many excellent crea- 
tures fit for ſtructure, and beauty in building ; "The 
G2 - Matble, 


- 


44 
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Marble, Tutch, Porphiry, Alabaſtar, Brafle, Gold, 
and all other Minerals, Stones and Mettals ; and doe 
we imagine that all theſe were created tobe conſu- 
med, in,the ſuperfluous pompe, and vanity of our 
owne houſes, and no-way to be imployed to his ho- 
nour ? They were Falde bona, in their creation; were 
for nothing bur vanity intheir uſe 2 Yes certainly, 
God'would never have given them a being, if hee 
had not ſcene how they might be uſed to his glory, 
Therefore, all. was not. to- build Salomons- Palace 
withall,andnone to be imployed about the Temple; 
yes (beloved) the greateſt coſt and magnificence, 
was expreſled in that place, and Purple, and Gold, 
and Cedar, and poliſhed Stones; and whatſoever 
might manifeſt beauty and majeſty, was there uſed 
inabundance. | : 

. Andinthe building of the ſecond-Temple, when 
they ſaw they could not come nighthe ſplendor of 
the firſt ;:he Scriptures tell us, They wept for ſorrow, 


andthe Prophets. were glad to comfort them; whereas, 
had their Service becae the better;rhe more homely 
it was performed, they ſhould, ratherhave rejoyced, 


than wept 3 and: their, Prophets ſhould rather have 


reproved, thancomforted them.. 


+ Toconclude; plenty and,peace givethe beſtabi- 


- ities, and. opportunities, to- workes of this nature : 
and therefore wasthebuilding of the Templereſer. 


ved till the raigne of Salommn, a time famous for 


them both, We abound and are happy in both theſe 


bleſfiogs : our plenty, even in this appeareth, inthe 


great expenſes which we can afford, toconſumein 
the moſt unneceſſary vanities ; whereof,that which 


15 waſted ig the moſt needleſſcof themall, were it 
Fi oh 's ED thus 


+ 
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thus imployed, were ſufficient to build as glorious a 
Church,asever was erectedto the honour of Chriſt. 
And what peace (even to ſecurity againe)doe we en- 


joy, every oneamder his owne-vine ! while the greateſt 


part of the Chriſtian world isinanuproare, round 
about us: their miſcries, fo unfelt ofbyus, that they 
ſerve but for Table-ralke to the moſt of us, and for 
pitty tothe beſt of'us. How then can-webetrer ſet 
forth our greatthankes to God for thisgrear plenty, 
than.inreeurming him-{ome farſt-fruits ofar ;/in repai- 
ring-and adorning his decaied:houſes of worſhip; 
manifeſting thereby, that we are willing that he ſhall 
eaſt 'of his owne bleſlings himſelfe alfo'?.: And what 
better leiſure have we to doe theſe kinde of workes, 
than theſe Halcyouian-dayes which we livein© 7. 
Howy eaſftly-may.weabuſe them untorior, if rhey be 
not! ſome:way or- other thus holily imploy'ed 7:21 
What hopes have we now;,. that: whatwe doemay 
continue-for many generations -to come, and-our 
 worke feele no other violence, than the violence of 
Time ;' which; though'-it conſumeth allrhings;i yer 
inthis is mercifull, thar-it givetha date andconrimy- 
ance to every thing. Good'Gad'!.I cannot reade 
without ſtupor and amazement;thezeale (this way) 
of the Primitive Chriftians :who before theryneof 
Con#tantine, under Severns,Gordraumns;Philip/and Ga- 
liens, the ſtate of Chriſtian affaires being: thenbue 
tollerable at the beſtrthe favour that theworld then 
ſhewed them, being like a gleame ofthe Sun-ſhinein 
the midſt of arainyday;-yet how quickly 26t they 
up, fpacious and ample Churches:in every City 2 


when they were not ſure, that they ſhould cottinue :;1,9.;.8. 


{olong ater, as they were — ofthem;-Far 
VS 3 0 
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preventing my meditations ; and you doe all looke 
-upon me, as if yee had a great while longed till I 
-cameto your owne wiſhed application of my Text. 
Every ane of: you are ready to conjefure in all this, 
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_ . as ſaone as-wicked Diocleſtan came to the Empire; 


he plucked them all downe againe:: Maximinus (uce 
ceedeth, and he giveth them leaveto rebuild them, 
and up they goe againe, ſaith Zuſebiws, with greater 
ſplendor than ever they did before. What hearts 
were in theſe men, that would fpend the leaſt time 


that wasgiventhem to breathin, thus holily 2 Who 
' . would build up Churches, although they were wel- 


nigh ſure they ſhould bee demoliſhed, as ſoone as 
they werefiniſhed? How forward ſhould webe,who 
almoſt aſſure and promiſe to ourſelyes a kinde of an 
eternity of what we doe? whencenturies of yeares - 


and ſucceeding. ages, to doe God good ſervice in: 
when no outragions- and impious hand, ſhall deface 


that beauty that our devotions ſhall beſtow __ 
ſuch 


them.. Nopeople bad ever a niore fit time far 
a warke than we: :no example more fitly now tobe 


- imitated, than this of our Centurion, Hebuilt 4Syua- 
| +4 F7RE #44 " | cbs 


- -But (me'thinkes). I ſee your apprehenſions, even 


what baveaimedatz,and ye are right init; Ir. is ro 


-exhort,and exalt this great worke now begun, upon 
ehis mig 


hty Fabrike wherein we are now aſſembled. 

I would my abilitics:were anſwerableto my. good- 

-wall; I fhauld then-throughly performeit. :.;. - 
_» Toomit(for I muſt contract my ſelfe) thoſe ma- 


| hy excellent; good caules, and deepe conſiderations 


(above common capacities) whereupon Cathedrals 
: in 


ſhall pafle, and ourworke continue both in our own | 


SIR groom od awe 
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fied; 


in generall, are juſtly and wholeſomely continned in 
che Church of God: This place in particular, the 
moſt famous of them all, cannot without 'our 
Churches greatdiſhonour, beſuffered ro fall and de. 
cay among(t us. . Grant (though it be too much to 
grant) that it were tollerable, though pittifull, in - 
{ome uplandiand private part or corner of the King- 
dome, to ſee ſuch a ſtupendious frameas this fall, 
and ruine, for want of re-edifying ; the coſt perad- 
venture to upholdit being more than' ordinary; yer 
that this ſhould doe ſo, were ſcandalous and unſuf- 
ferable. Three Advocates therearetharſeeme' to 
plead for this Church aboveany other whatſoever... 


7. The place or ſituation, ſo conſpicuons,  - | 
2. The tfeor imployment of it, ſo;generall. 


3- The Authorwhointendethnowthere-edifica-- 


tion, ſo royall and gratious. }. 


1. It tandeth(likethe Temple of Zeruſalem)in the- 
Metropolis or Head-City of the Land.' . Hither alk 
Strangers who-come- upon our Coaſts, -refort and. 


repaire ; andrthey do judge and cenſureof the whole 
State of the Kingdome, and:how we ftand affected 


to Religion, according tothe'Scale which they rake 
ofthis place. .Who willnot ſay, but it would fcan< 


dall the very Religionthat we doprofeſle;thar For- 


Kingly royalty of building, im every cotner- of this 
oreat Citie, and inthis our chief Church, nothi 

bur vaſtnefſe and ruine. To ſeemenclothed; and fed, 
and lodged, like Kings in their owne houſes yer no- 
regard how unſeemely they arcin this plate.  Sure- 
ly,it would make the world think and ftrangers fay., 
Thatthe people of Loudon did nothing but S5# downs 


wr 


1 


wer to ot as & 


_—_ — > pg anoym— —_. 


' Magnificence exemplified. 
to eate and drinke,end riſe up toplay ; and the laſt and 
leaſt regard they tooke was toward Religion, and. 


how they ferved God; an imputation which I know. |} 


that ye would not willingly ſhouldbe faſtaed.upon 

Ou. TT | 
at Againe., the generall and publike :imploymeag, 
which this Church is uſed for, pleadeth no'leſlefor, 
_ the repairing and beautifying of it: Other Cathes, 
drals, ſerving onely for the publike affaires of thoſe 
Provinces that they are:in. This for the uſe of the. 
whole Church.of England,in which reſpe& we may 
ſtile it, Cathedram Cathedrarwm, The mother ofall 
our Cathedrals. _ "2 OO 
| Here, when the generall affaires of our Church 


requirea-Chapter, and Synod of the whole Clergy; 


here, I ſay,istheplace of their aſſembling: here, ye 
your ſelves of this Citic, in all your publike meet- 
ings (like to.that placewhither the Tribes wentup 
' Initheir Orders) reſort, and joyne in prayer together: 


to ſhew that all things are done among you to the _ 


glory of God, Here ye afſemble your ſelves like- 
wiſe, to give God publike thankes, forany publike 
Ig or deliverances: which. befall the whole 
tk. | 
Hitheralſo our Princes and Governorsreſort, to 
joyne with us in thoſe ſolemnethankes-givings. And 
is there any ſoſenſcleſle, or ſo'rigidly Stoicall, that 
will ſay, that either all theſe things are needleſſe; or 
that it were ſeemely for ſuch atamous Kingdome, 
Qr:fuch a glorious;City, that theſe her ſo publike 
aQions, of Religion, ſhould bee performed under a 
I of ſtones © Are the magazines,Burſes, 
;, andall your ather places of Blenblys 
richly - 
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Magnificence exemplified. 
richly, and ſtatelily adorned ; and this place of as 
ſelemne, but more holy meeting, onely ſordid and 
unſcemely ? | 

Vhereloever our gracious Soveraignecommeth, 
all men (I thinke) will ſay, thar it is fitting thoſe pla- 
 cesthat receive him thould execH others in nitorand 
decency ; and will you ſuffer him onely, when hee 
commerh to joyne with you in his devotions, tobe- 
hold unſeemely decay and ruine 2 I cannot thinke 
you would abide it. 

Bur admit that ye-were ſo cold, that none of theſe 
motives would excite youto a forwardneſte in this 
worke;yet lctthe example of a gratious Prince prove 


attractive with you. If my arguments be meaneygyet 


let his example be powerfull. 


This is the worke which all men plainely fee, his 


religious Majeſty hath peculiarly picked our, and ai- 


med at, to be his ſeleed oblation to Almighty Goz!;. 


and* the proper teſtimony to prefent to fucceeding 
Apes his love and affeQionto Religion.Other Prin- 
ces have ſought the glory, and continuance of their 
fames, by the building of Mauſoleum's, Coloflo's, 
Pyramides, and other ſtately and coſtly vanities ; A 
memoriall of his piery and zeale to Gods houſe, is 
that which he chiefly aimeth at. Is it not thenour 
duties (beloved) with all our abilities to ſecond a 


Prince thus religiouſly diſpoſed ? 'Thitke ye that it - 
will not-worke upon his royall heartto ſee what he 


himſelfe hath begun, to be generally imbracedand' 


liked of -- Will it not excite him'to undertake other- 


and higher matters for Gods honour(if occaſion of- 


fer them) when he ſhall ee himſelfe in this ſeconded * 


ang complicd withall? 
: H Were 
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Magniſicence exemplified. 
Were it but the building of ſome Palace, for his 
royall' Court, if he ſhould require the helpe of his | 


people; they were but curriſhly uncivill that ro a; 


Prince (I ſpeake-in the ſimplicity of my heart and 


ſo would be underſtood of all men) ſo famous for 


Piety, Iuſtice, and Temperance, that ſhould deny 
their hclþing hands in it; much more, then-when. 
what he gocth abouris religious, and-concerneth us 
as much as him. 
Adde this to all the reſt. He hath begun this work 
inthe flower and prime of his Age, thanks be to God 


it is none of his Bed-red devotions ; but in thoſe 


yeares doth he take up his thoughts about theſe holy 
matters, which almoſt the meaneſt of us ſpend in the. 


_ habffþc of vanity and intemperance. Inthis one thing 


.weare excited toa continuationand addition of our 


 liberall contributions: That as he hath beguair in 
"the flower of his dayes, he may have that comfort 
and happinefle (to his cternall renowne) to ſee the. 
perftedtionand finiſhing of it.; And though itpaſled 


through a race of divers Kings in the building, yet 
the repaire(anact almoſt as great)might be the deed 
of one alone. Let his forwardneſle therefore make 
every one of us forward; as when King David: 


would build an Altar, it made Arauzah offer like a 


King tothe building, here,is an example above this 
inmy Text. Itis not: Centurio but Imperator, Ceſar 
hunſelfebuildeth z and not a private Synagogue, but 


aglotions Cuhatrell A worke ſo worthy, thatit 


Je) exveth aKing forthe Author ; ſogreat andcoſt- 
ly,.that it requirtthaKingdome for the contributi- 
on. Therefore, from Danto Beerſheba, ſhould every 
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Magnificence exemplified, 
But more eſpecially, yee, the inhal. 2s of this 
honourable Citie, ought ro ſhew yourſelves in it, 
moſt forward and exemplary. " 0 
_ Firſt itſtands with you, and therefore is-ina more 
peculiar manner yours than any others. 
Secondly, you arethe moſt able of atthe people: 
of the Land. ' Ye have the bleſſing of Aſher, yee dip 
your feet in Oile, and abound in wealth and riches, 
the riches of the whole Land ſerving burroinrich 
you. Whatſoever: the Country man '{winks for ; 
whatſoever the Lawyer pleads for ; whatſoever the 
Courtier begs for ; whatſoever the Landlord-racks 
for ;all through your commerce and trading (which 
Go Dd blelle {till unto you) liketoa greatRiver chat 
were fed with many petty ſprings,flowerh into your 
boſomes; ſo that like Gideons fleece, ye have moi- 
{ture though all the Land be dry about you;. From: 
you therefore, to whom G o vs bleſlingsharhi af- 
forded the greateſt ability, G o v and men looke 
upon you expeQting intheſe workes themoſRliberall 
retribution. &0..f 5 GI EIHNGO SB! x 4 
Thirdly, it is you that are moſt ſenſible of the: 
worth of this worke,; which few others rightly con- 
ceive of. The ſimple Country manſo ignorant,that 
he cannot apprehend it; And our Gentry for agreats 
part ſo vaine, thatthey never conſider of it ; nor {cl 
dome of any thing ſo ſerious : whoſe contributions 
it may be, would be more liberall to a:Horſe-race, 
than to a Synagogue. Bur it is you, that by the fre-' 
quent good preaching:thatis yaug\and-in 
ſpeciall, this particular-worke; having binſo often, 
and fo learnedly-prefſed unteyou, hee needs 
more rightly poyſe-the dignity thereof berrer, than 
ZZ 8 ordinarily 
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Maqgnificence exemplified, 
narily other people can doe: and therefore there js 
no hope of the worke if you be ſhacke in1t.. 1 
Laſtly,your Citicit is, that hath produced ſo ma- 
ny good Centurions in all other good workes; that 
we cannot deſpaire but ir will yeeld likewiſe thoſe 
that will. open their hands to this. A deed if rightly 
conſidered,'and with true judgement pondered, as 
olorious! to God; as honourable for our Nation ; as 
commendable for, this. City ; as:famous tor theſe 
dayes: of the Goſpell, 2s any we can lay our hands 
to: Therefore, as it ts royally begun, I hope it will, {| 
be religiouſly followed. And {o.I will conclude. 
with thatthankesgiving of Ezr4.inthe 7. Chap.27., 
upon tbe:like-occafion. "+ 
: Bleſſed be the: Lord God of. our Fathers, who 
who hath put ſuch a-thing asthis into the heart of 
the King, to beautific the houle of God, which is in * 
or Zeryſalew;\.) | 7 oo row gy, 
.. The Lord preſerve his Royall/Majeſty, and give 
him a long and a proſperous raigne over theſe his 


# 


| Kingdomes,to the finiſhing of this un worke,and 


the beginning. andaccompliſhing of: many othersto 
bis glory'and our comfort; and that for Teſws Chriſt 
his fake, our Mediatorand Advocate: To whom be 
all honour, GCs.31.) $50 OA 91 DMTKgE0 1: 
3 I-2CCT347 <07-+ Ic 44130, 1 cf $91 ey ? ; 
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